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2026 Crane Viewing Guidelines & Self-Guided Tour
Visitor Rules & Safety

· Give Birds Space: Maintain a safe distance—cranes are wild, unpredictable migratory birds.

· Respect Property Boundaries: Most viewing areas border private land. Stay on the roadside and off private property unless clearly marked as public.

· Leave Pets Behind: Keep all pets secured in your vehicle.

· Drive Safely: Use caution when pulling over or exiting your car near roadsides.
Typical Daily Crane Activity 
· Sunrise: Cranes leave Yampa/Elk River roosts to feed in grain fields and wetlands west of Steamboat Springs.

· 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Cranes return to the river to rest (a few remain in the fields).

· 4:30 PM: Cranes head back to fields for evening feeding.
· Sunset: Cranes return to river roosts before or just after sunset.

Self-Guided Driving Tour & Shuttle Policy Use the driving directions below to view cranes on your own. 
Important: Guided festival shuttles access private properties off-limits to the public. To protect landowner relationships, reduce environmental impact, and ensure road safety, private vehicles may not follow festival shuttles.
Thank you for respecting local landowners and keeping Colorado's cranes safe!
— Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition, Inc.
Crane Viewing Locations
· Directions are from Festival Headquarters at Bud Werner Memorial Library, Steamboat Springs 
· (Areas where cranes have been seen, but no guarantee! ** = most consistently seen)

**CR 42 and CR 44 – Drive west on US Hwy 40 for 3.5 miles. Turn right onto CR 42. Look for cranes in agricultural fields on both sides of the road. Continue on CR 42 past the Silver Spur subdivision. Look for cranes in the fields opposite Marabou Ranch, also behind the ranch with the “crane gates.” Do NOT go down this driveway. Cranes often roost in the river which is on the left before the “T” intersection with CR 44. At CR 44 turn left and look for cranes in the meadows, especially opposite High Tide Ranch, 39765 CR 44, and in the meadows of the Zabel Ranch. CR 44 runs from Hwy 40 on the south to CR 129 on the north. If you turn right from CR 42 on to CR 44, look for cranes in the wet fields and along the river. Usually, cranes are not seen past the cemetery.

**CR 70/80 (Morgan Bottom Rd) – Drive west on US Hwy 40 for 18.4 miles. Make a slight right turn onto Routt County Road 70 (also known as Morgan Bottom Road). If you go over the railroad tracks on US Hwy 40, you have gone a little too far. RCR 70/80 is a gravel road. Cranes have been seen along this road, mainly in the alfalfa and other fields surrounding 12565 CR 70. This is a prime location for viewing pronghorn, deer and elk, both morning and evening. Continue west on CR 70 which becomes CR80 at the turn-off to California Park. (Do not take the turn-off – stay on the lower part of CR80). Continue on CR 80 a short distance and look for the pullout on the south side of the road that is signed for the Flanders/CPW wildlife area.  Just past the pull-off, in the two fields on either side of the road, cranes have been seen foraging.

**The Sage Creek Trail Area - Drive west on US Hwy 40 toward the Town of Hayden. Turn left on Hawthorne Street (before entering downtown Hayden). Pass the Sage Creek Trail parking lot across from the police station. Cranes have been foraging in the wheat fields to the east of the road. To view cranes in these fields, pull off Hawthorne St. onto one of the side streets (Crandell Av. or Industrial Av.) Be careful when exiting your car as this area can be busy with traffic. Do not pull into any private driveways.  
At Dry Creek Village, the road becomes gravel. Continue straight past the second Sage Creek Trailhead (don't veer off on the dead end). At about 2 miles, turn left or right, and begin to look for cranes in the wheat fields on both sides of the road. Just a bit further at the sign for RCR (Routt County Road) 37, turn sharp right and look at the fields to the south. 

Yampa River State Park (State Park sticker needed to park here)- Drive west on US Hwy 40 through the Town of Hayden. Continue west approximately 2.3 miles; turn left (south) into the Yampa River State Park. (Must have a State Parks pass – daily or annual – to park here). Park in back lot by picnic shelter. Look for two-track “road” going west from the parking lot. Walk along the two track “road” passing tepees for approximately 400 feet (trail joins a gravel trail; stay left). At the fence and blind area, look to the meadow to the west for cranes.

Murphy’s Field – Drive west on US Hwy 40 through the Town of Hayden. Approximately 3 miles past Hayden, just past mile marker 104, look for a turn-off on your left (south). CAUTION- there is no sign or marker designating this turn-off and it comes up quickly! (Wildlife Zone sign is evident on opposite side of highway from where you turn.) Park in the small parking area and look in the surrounding fields. The pull off area can only accommodate one or two cars.

Yampa River State Wildlife Area – – Located south off of Highway 40 near the western border of Routt County. There are several entrances to this State Wildlife Area where cranes have been seen sporadically. The eastern-most entrance is just west of mile marker 102 and across from the rest area.

ADDITIONAL CRANE VIEWING LOCATION IN CRAIG, CO

41180 N HWY 13, Craig, CO 81625

We’re excited about our crane viewing location in Craig, CO. The Moon family

participates in our Crops for Cranes program and they welcome you to come out and view cranes on their property. In addition to supporting cranes, they own and operate Yampa Valley Fiberworks. You can visit their mill and store which feature beautiful, useable yarn products. Visit their website at www.yampavalleyfiberworks.com for more information and directions to their property.
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